Recognising the changing boundaries of illness in defining terms of chronic illness: a prelude to understanding the changing needs of people with chronic illness.
Definitions of chronic illness do not reflect the changing nature of chronic illnesses. When definitions in the literature, which guide and inform thinking in a field, remain static they are in danger of creating stereotypes. This can have an adverse influence on the care of people with chronic illness. Debates over the use of terms associated with chronic illness will lead to a better understanding of the place of chronic illness in the world of health and illness and ultimately lead to services that better meet the needs of consumers.